Description of Test Questions
Level Two

Dynamics and Tempo

The student should be able to arrange dynamic markings in order from softest to loudest or from
loudest to softest and should be able to arrange given tempo markings from fastest to slowest or
slowest to fastest. Terms with which the student should be familiar in this section are: mp, mf, f,
{E fiF pp: pPP- P> 5f% subito, sub., moderato, andantino, allegro, allegretto, presto, prestissimo,
andante, largo, adagio, etc.

Rhythm and Time
Students should be able to distinguish between simple and compound rhythmic patterns such as
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Students should be prepared to demonstrate a familiarity with note and rest values involving dots,
ties, and triplet eighth notes. They will be asked to complete measures with thythmic values(refer
to example in Level One). They should also know rhythmic equivalencies such as:
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Intervals and Major Scales
The student should be familiar with all major scales and the natural minor scales up to four flats
and four sharps. Students should know the pattern of whole- and half-steps of the major scale.
Pentachords (a five-note scale) may be included in a question formatted in a similar way to the
tetrachord question mentioned in Level One. Students should be able to recognize the root ofa
scale. The student should be familiar with intervals:

Size: all intervals less than an octave and their inversion

Quality: major, minor, augmented, diminished
Questions will include matching notated intervals with their size/quality. Example: “When the
interval of a 3rd is inverted, it becomes a: a)2nd b)fourth c)fifth d)sixth”

Triads and Keys '

Students should be familiar with all major key signatures. They should be familiar with minor
key signatures up to four flats and four sharps. Sample questions: Given a key signature— “name the
key signature for the above example, 2)F major b)G major c)b minor d)A major.” Students
should be able to recognize and analyze major and minor triads in all positions. Students should
be able to identify inversions of triads and locate the root, 3rd, and 5th of the chord. Students will
be asked to show which “voice” to alter (and in what direction) when changing the quality of 2
triad. Tonic triad identification is also required.

Pick the triad that is in second inversion.
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Description of Test Questions
LEVEL TWO continued

Analysis

The musical example will be homophonic and will involve a melody with accompaniment.
Students should be able to locate the melody, to locate the climax (or high point) of the piece, to
identify keys, inversions, and qualities of specific chords. The student should be able to locate
phrases and determine whether the phrases are similar of different.

Terms and Symbols

Some terms will be used as vocabulary for test questions, so the student should be familiar with

usage of the following terms.

measure

pitch, note

triad: root position and inversions
accidentals (appearance and function)

flat

natural

tonic of a key
slur, ties, 2-note slurs, phrase
bar line, double bar, repeat sign
treble clef (G-clef)
diatonic
Ist and 2nd endings
ritard, a tempo

music notation
interval, inversion
half-step and whole-step
quality

major

minor

perfect

augmented, diminished
staccato and legato
crescendo, diminuendo
bass clef (F-clef)
ottava, loco
Da capo, fine



